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- Frangosiriani -
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Composer: M6rkos Vamvakdris
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4) Sto Pa-t6- li,
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Mto @r3vtoro1, prcr Alqyo,
626ro p6ocr or4v ropSrri,

Leg rccrr trr<iyrcr trror326eq rcivet,
OpcryKoouprovfl yl"urtd.
@<ipo<o vcr oe ocvtcrpc6o<o
no'l"t ornv orpsytcri"tci,

ocr fB€lrt vc( pe xoprdo€rg
ctn6 1d5rcr rcrt Qrl"r<i.

Oor oe tw4ru: va yupto<o
(Dotvtrcr, flcrpcrrozr4,

I-rdl"tocr rort Ntelocyrpcitoror,
Kcr,r o(o trroripoer. ouyrconf1.

2to flort6l,r, oro Nro1c6pr,
Qivcr ocrlv Al.n0l)'n,

Kc(r orro Mnroxorn6 pqrcivt(oc,
yl.uxtci poD Opctyrcoolprovt.

Frankosyrian girl*
I have a spark, a flame,

within my heart,
as if you've bewitched me,

sweet Frankosyrian girl.
I'll come to meet you

again on the shore,
I'd like you to overwhelm me

with caresses and kisses.

: I'll take you around
Finika, Parakopi,

G6lisa and Delagrdtsia
: until I drop.

To Par6li, to Nioh6ri,
we'll have a good time in Alithini

and find romance at Biskopi6,
my sweet Frankosyrian girl.

*Miirkos Vamvakiiris, composer of this "most famous of all hasdpiko's", was bom in 1905 on the island
of Syros in the Cyclades. He wrote and recorded Frangosiriani in 1936 immediately after a performance

tour there. (See Holst, Road to Rembetika, p. 32; Petr6poulos, Rebdtika traghildhia, p. 125.)

Since the time of the Holy Roman Empire, which was known among Greeks as the frangokratia (lit.
"Frankish rule"), a large portion of Syros' population had been Roman Catholic.'[he term frangikbs
("Frankish") entered the Greek language as a general term for Westem Europeans and/or Catholics (syn-

onymous in those days). Frangosiriani thus means literally "Catholic girl from Syros". The proper names

in the third and fourth verses are all actual places on that island.


